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Maximizing Your IT Return on Investment

ROI Analysis

Introduction

Any manager who purchases an enterprise software solution must think about the product's return on 

investment.  If the product doesn't decrease costs or increase revenue, output, or efficiency, it's not worth a 

part of the manager's limited budget.  AutoDBATM meets this ROI challenge convincingly by reducing current 

costs, preventing future costs, and making existing resources more efficient.

Benefits

AutoDBA is an innovative application that automates critical database administration and maintenance 

tasks.  AutoDBA can:    

n Lower an organization's DBA headcount by offloading large portions of the DBA workload

n Free existing DBAs for higher-value projects, allowing current staff to accomplish more

n Reduce the need for outside consultants (a disproportionate cost for many IT shops)

n Prevent system outages by completing critical preventative maintenance that few DBAs have time for

n Improve database performance, thereby increasing the productivity of every user of the system

n Postpone the day when more hardware is required by using current storage more efficiently

n Support additional databases and larger databases without increasing headcount

n Enforce best practices and avoid mistakes and rework, thereby maximizing the value of DBAs

n Increase DBA efficiency with database reporting, monitoring, and analysis tools

Quantifying Savings with AutoDBATM

Senware interviewed a half-dozen production DBAs in one department of a major tele-

communications firm to learn more about how they spend their time and how much of their workload 

AutoDBA could relieve.  

From storage management (21% of DBAs' time _ totally automated by AutoDBA) to meetings (19% _ 

unfortunately, not automated), we found that 45% of DBAs' time could be offloaded to AutoDBA.  This 

would save this department over $340,000 per year in technical resources. 

Research with other customers has indicated that AutoDBA can free between 40% and 60% of an 
organization's production DBA resources.  That averages $75,000 in savings per full-time DBA in the 
IT department.

Blue italicized activities are automated by AutoDBA
  

Total time savings: 45%

Storage Management  21%

Meetings  19%

Backups  18%

Performance and Tuning 9%    

Miscellaneous 8%    

Chaining, fragmentation,�
row migration    8%

Capacity Planning  2%

Data Recovery  6%

Process management: locks, 
deadlocks, runaway processes    5%

Installation of Oracle, patches  4%
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